Watch television or films in this language,
have your child speak on the telephone in
your mother tongue, or organize holidays in
your country of origin.

Should | keep the different languages separate?

It helps to keep the languages separate, but in

practice, this is not always possible. However,

this is not a problem. In multilingual house-
holds, it frequently occurs that:

« one person speaks a particular language with
your child, and another speaks a different
language,

a parent asks a question in one language and
the child answers in another,

two different languages are used in the same
sentence,

conversations switch from one language to
another.

A useful (Dutch-language) book for people who wish to
learn more about muttilingual child-rearing:
reference: Elke Burkhardt Montanari (2004).

Hoe kinderen meertalig opgroeien. Publisher

Planplan, Amsterdam.

aCCO

This brochure was developed as part of a
project that was subsidized by the VSB
Foundation, the Revalidatiefonds
(Rehabilitation Foundation), the Nederlandse
Stichting voor het Gehandicapte Kind (Dutch
Foundation for Disabled Children), and was
also partly funded by PonTeM/Kentalis.

Text: Mirjam Blumenthal
Thanks to De Taalstudio for the use of the
excerpt from ‘Talen in Balans.

See also Multilingual Development: Advice for
bringing up children with auditory/communica-
tion difficulties in a multilingual environment
(Meertalige ontwikkeling; Adviezen over meer-
talige opvoeding bij een auditief/communi-
catieve beperking), Mirjam Blumenthal, 2009.
Publisher: Acco Leuven

Further information:

Mirjam Blumenthal

Mobile telephone: 06 - 212 47 213
E-mail: m.blumenthal@effathaguyot.nl
Website: www.kentalis.nl
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Can my child become multilingual?

even if he/she has difficulty learning to speak or has impaired hearing...

To make it absolutely clear: Raising a child in a multilingual environment does not harm the child’s language development.

Some people are good at languages

and some aren’t.

This is also the case with children

who have impaired hearing,
have difficulty talking or

have communication problems.

(‘ It is nice to b&certawof/wur

to alnfroac/v vaising my child

ima,bilarﬁmte&wironmmt. ,’

Why pay extra attention to multilingualism?

If your child has problems hearing and/or talk-
ing, you may be unsure about raising your child
in a multilingual environment. Furthermore,
people often give well-meaning advice on this
subject without knowing the facts.

When parents worry about a multilingual envi-
ronment being harmful to their child’s develop-
ment, the result is often that they talk to their

child less. There are also people that try to

speak a language with their children that they
themselves do not speak very well. These two
factors are certainly not helpful to the child’s
language development. Your child needs you to
talk to him/her very frequently, in a language
that you speak proficiently and confidently.

For these reasons, we focus particular attention
on multilingual child rearing. Together with
you, we can discuss your family’s situation and
decide what the best approach will be.

What can | do in order to prepare for this discussion?
Fill in this questionnaire about your family sit-
uation and bring it with you to the next discus-
sion. If you can’t answer all of the questions, at
least give them all careful consideration.

Why is the mother tongue so important?

Our mother tongue is the first language that we
learn.

We speak this language better than any others.
In our mother tongue, we can say anything we
want (...).

If my child speaks the same language as me, I can
understand him/her.

And my child can understand me.

I can ask my child “Why are you angry?”, or
“Why are you afraid?”

This helps me to raise my child.

This is why the mother tongue is an important

factor.

Excerpt from Talen in Balans (Balancing Languages), by De Taalstudio.

How do you teach your child to speak
multiple languages?

Which language should | speak with my child?
With your child, you should use the language
that you speak most proficiently.

Why?

» You speak this language more confidently
than any other, and this will set the best
example for your child.

o This gives your child a good, solid basis in
one language, from which he/she will be

( ‘ It is jooot to pay attention

to w/ulc/vlanﬁuaja)/ow
s'pea/cwith}/ourc/u'ld‘ ,’




